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‘The Reflections of Our Imagined Realities’
Nattakorn Choonhavan Solo Exhibition
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Free entry

Opening Reception
4 MAY 2024 14.00 - 16.00

at Saratta Space at Reno Hotel Bangkok
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‘The Reflections of Our Imagined Realities’
Nattakorn Choonhavan Solo Exhibition

Diving into the surrealistic world(s) of Nattakorn Choonhavan through his series of hand-crafted symbolic
jewelry, one may find themselves in a state of flux as the works invite audience into the psychological
exploration of the parallel worlds. For this exhibition, the artist examines his photographic journey which
often searches for the reflective distortion of realities. The accidental illusions in his film photography are
pathways to imagine the visualization of the other metaphysical worlds. The artist then immerses himself
into the new imaginative myth(s) inspired by his photography work interwoven with the emblematic armors
and tools in Greek mythology, the methods of Japanese’s “Kintsugi” and Buddhism’s philosophical term
“Maya”. As a result of interlacing these diverse metaphors into a new spiritual interpretation, the artist fills
the exhibition space with large and small installations of his brass and sterling silver pieces accessorized
with momentous gemstones and organic pearls to narrate the possibilities of the unveiled truths happening
inside the minds of his audience.

Biography

Graduated in Bachelor of Business at Holmes Institute in Melbourne, Australia, Nattakorn Choonhavan
determinedly sought for imaginative inspirations that had driven him to establish his own brand ‘Middle M’.
By studying in Melbourne, the city filled with visual arts, he was deeply motivated by the ideas and concept
behind the artistic pieces. Since graduating, Nattakorn moved back to permanently live in Thailand to start
‘Middle M’. Yet he usually found visions for his creations through travelling to different towns where local
jewelries and their history fascinated him. Middle M first founded as an artistic jewelry line where its design
was influenced by ancient adornments and primitive myths. With uses of unique charm stones and
intentional marks caused by his handcraft process, Middle M Jewelry attempted to interweave history,
mythology and philosophy together into a small sculptural piece. Middle M’s current designs are the
simplification of such concept with an easy-to-wear appearance.

‘The Reflections of our Imagined Realities’ at Saratta Space marks Nattakorn’s first solo exhibition where its
concept is an expansion of his creative practice at Middle M. For this show, Nattakorn has extended his
specialization of small jewelries into grander installations with the exquisite use of precious and valuable
materials such as silver, brass, pearls and gem stones. These works signify a milestone for Nattakorn’s
career as an emerging artist working with jewelries.

Saratta is an innovative soulful art space representing the love of art. Abundant with seasonal selected
original arts and limited prints of Thai and international artists. We cultivate geographical indication
collections dedicate to origin, qualities and mindful appreciation. The serendipitous encounters among
artists, collectors and natures.

presented by
Saratta

Special Thanks
Reno Hotel Bangkok

#SarattaxNattakorn #MiddleM #SarattaSpace
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‘The Reflections of Our Imagined Realities’
Nattakorn Choonhavan Solo Exhibition
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Concept
‘The Reflections of Our Imagined Realities’ Exhibition

Diving into the surrealistic world(s) of Nattakorn Choonhavan through his series of hand-crafted symbolic
jewelry, one may find themselves in a state of flux as the works invite audience into the psychological
exploration of the parallel worlds. For this exhibition, the artist examines his photographic journey which
often searches for the reflective distortion of realities. The accidental illusions in his film photography are
pathways to imagine the visualization of the other metaphysical worlds. The artist then immerses himself
into the new imaginative myth(s) inspired by his photography work interwoven with the emblematic armors
and tools in Greek mythology, the methods of Japanese’s “Kintsugi” and Buddhism’s philosophical term
“Maya”. As a result of interlacing these diverse metaphors into a new spiritual interpretation, the artist fills
the exhibition space with large and small installations of his brass and sterling silver pieces accessorized
with momentous gemstones and organic pearls to narrate the possibilities of the unveiled truths happening
inside the minds of his audience.

In “The Reversed Worlds in between the Lotuses’ Shadows (2024)’ for example, the artist constructs the
brass sculpture of endlessly expanding roots as a representation of a never-ending cycle in Samsara. By
positioning the sculpture in a reflective manner that results in an infinite perception, the work suggests the
merge of the beginning and the end of one’s life. Through micro-scoping the exquisite details, the delicate
shapes of lotuses are intertwined with small baroque pearls and attached to the roots in order to describe
the story of the Lotus-eater in Greek Mythology. By referencing the myth, the crafted lotus shapes indicate
the pleasure and joy of continuous consumption without a will to realize human’s essential concerns. These
endless roots of life filled with edible lotuses are perhaps a statement of our unpleasant truth in the greedy
system within the escalating branches of consumerism.

‘The Encounters of Maya’s Truths (2024)’ is another highlight of the exhibition with a performative aspect. By
inviting visitors to engage with the installation and discover the unspoken conversations, they will have to
confront the other person in the opposite side. The artist’s crafted masks, armors and sandals made of
brass and ornamented with Prehnite stones symbolize protection, precognition and inner knowing through
their mystical meaning. Inspired by the Greek warriors of Troy, these wearable materials signify bravery,
physical strength and power while denoting the emotional conflict and fragility. The visible and invisible
marks and notches on this work bring a distinctive identity to each audience, apart from their own. Although
masks and armors are representations of protection, security and concealment, they also allow rooms for
honest disclosure and revelation of one’s true self as one becomes anonymous. The artist is interested in
the investigation of the unspoken actions and reactions of the encountering audience. Such interactions
between the audience on both sides are the true completion of the work.

While covering the space with twenty-two wearable and non-wearable jewelries, the artist aims to plunge
viewers into the new philosophical chronicle with open-ended statements that question human’s existence
and our illusions of realities in order to search for the truth(s) laying in-between the kingdoms of our minds.
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